
Badge, the British names are listed alphabetically around the perimeter, (the 
names of airmen from the Fleet Air Arm are shown alphabetically within their 
country of origin (Great Britain and Canada) and then, other countries, finishing 
at the left hand side of the Badge with the names of airmen from countries in 
the Commonwealth and Europe and the United States of America.

At the unveiling of the Monument in 2005 many veterans of the battle from 
Britain and abroad were able, for the first time, to see their names, alongside 
those of their friends and colleagues who lost their lives in the Battle, recorded 
for posterity.  

4 - Parliament Square

Winston Churchill  
(1874 – 1965) Statue

I n May 1940 Neville 
Chamberlain resigned as 

Prime Minister and Winston 
Churchill took his place. 
The Battle of Britain was fought 
between the 10th July 1940 and 31st 
October 1940 and it was during the 
Battle that Winston Churchill	
addressed the House of Commons 
and gave his speech which included 
the words ‘Never in the field of 
human conflict was so much owed 
by so many to so few.’ *(See 
Historical note). 

Note: View statue from outside the 
Houses of Parliament as there is no 
safe crossing.

5 - Westminster Abbey 

The Lady Chapel –  
The Royal Air Force Chapel

A t the eastern end of the 
magnificent Lady Chapel 

built by King Henry VII is a 
chapel dedicated to the men of 
the Royal Air Force who died in 
the Battle of Britain between July 
and October 1940.  
This chapel received damage from 
bombs that fell in that year and a 
hole made in the stonework has been 
preserved and covered with glass.  The 
Tudor glass in the window had also been blown out at the same time.  

The Dean of Westminster was approached early in 1943 by Mr N.Viner-Brady 
who suggested the idea of a memorial to “The Few”. Dean Labilliere chose this 
small chapel as one suitable for the purpose.  

Lord Trenchard (Marshal of the RAF) and Lord Dowding (who led Fighter 
Command during the Battle) headed a committee to raise funds for the 
furnishing of this chapel and for a stained glass window.  The English walnut 
altar was designed by A.E.Richardson with sculptured figures of King Arthur 
and St George (although an embroidered frontal usually covers them).  The 
silver cross, candlesticks and rails were designed by J.Seymour Lindsay.  The 
chapel was unveiled by King George VI on 10 July 1947.

The Battle of Britain Memorial Window

T he stained glass window, by Hugh Easton,  
contains the badges of the fighter squadrons that took 

part in the Battle. 
In four panels are shown visions which symbolise the Redemption.   In one a 
squadron leader kneels before the Virgin Mary and the Christ Child.  Below 
this she is represented in her sorrow with the dead Christ across her knees 
(a symbol of the sacrifice of the mothers and widows of those who died in the 
conflict).  

On the opposite side a panel shows a sergeant pilot kneeling before the 
Crucifixion (a symbol of the sacrifice of the pilot himself).  Lastly, above this, 
is the Resurrection seen by a pilot officer (representing the pilots’ triumph).  
Seraphim, with six wings and with hands outstretched to paradise, are shown in 
the top row of the window. 

In the central section are the Royal Arms, the badge of the Fleet Air Arm and 
the badge and motto of the RAF “Per Ardua ad Astra” (Through struggle to the 
Stars) together with the furled flags of New Zealand, Canada, Australia, South 
Africa, Czechoslovakia, Poland, Belgium, and the United States of America.  

Further Information:
The Royal Air Force Website:  www.raf.mod.uk

The Battle of Britain Fighter Association:   
The Honorary Secretary, Telephone: 01732 870809

The Battle of Britain Memorial Flight Website:  www.bbmf.co.uk

The Battle of Britain Memorial Trust:  www.battleofbritainmemorial.org

Bomber Command Website:  www.rafbombercommand.com

Coastal Command and Maritime Air Association Website:  www.ccmaa.org.uk

The Fleet Air Arm Association Website:  www.faaa.org.uk

The WAAF Association Website:  www.waafassociation.org.uk

Churchill Museum and Cabinet War Rooms Website:  www.iwm.org.uk

Churchill Archives Centre Website:  www.chu.cam.ac.uk

In two of the bottom panels are words from Shakespeare’s Henry V “We few, 
we happy few, we band of brothers”.  Painted on the stonework below the 
glass are the names of six RAF war leaders (added in 1989).  Trenchard and 
Dowding are buried in this chapel. 

The Roll of Honour, illuminated by Daisy Alcock and given by Captain Bruce 
Ingram, contains the names of l,497 pilots and aircrew killed or mortally 
wounded during the Battle, of which 449 were in Fighter Command (whom the 
window specially commemorates), 732 in Bomber Command, 268 in Coastal 
Command, 14 in other RAF commands and 34 in the Fleet Air Arm.  The 
names include 47 Canadians, 47 New Zealanders, 35 Poles, 24 Australians, 20 
Czechs, 17 South Africans, 6 Belgians and one American, as well as those from 
the United Kingdom and Colonies. 

A Service of Thanksgiving for the victory gained in the Battle of Britain has 
been held annually on Battle of Britain Sunday (the Sunday on or following 15th 
September) in the Abbey since 1944.  The victory in the air over the German 
Luftwaffe was the major factor in forcing Hitler to postpone and eventually 
abandon his invasion of Britain.  

Memorial to Royal Air Force Coastal Command 

A memorial to those who served with the Royal Air Force  
Coastal Command and to its Motto ‘Constant Endeavour’ 

is in the South Cloister. 
A Service of Thanksgiving and the dedication of the memorial took place on 16 
March 2004 in the presence HM The Queen, HRH The Prince Philip, Duke of 
Edinburgh and HRH, Prince Michael of Kent. The memorial is a relief carving in 
light grey Carrara marble and shows the sky and the sea separated by a curved 
horizon.

THE WALK TAKES APPROXIMATELY 45 MINUTES
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